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some commodities to the God25. The three inscriptions
all dated 1531 A.D. at Animala contained the lavish gifts
consisting of toll incomes on the articles passing through
the Pulivendula Kanuma, Chintakanuma and Gundi
Kanuma and Pendlimarri to the God Veerabhadra of
Animela26.

The Vysya merchants too used to spend a part
of their income on religious institutions, Mallu, a Vyvahara
merchant of Kotanellore constructed a fort to the temple
at Lebaka village in 1413 A.D*27 Vysyas were also busy
in carrying put the internal trade as attested by the
inscriptions regarding the gifts of these merchants in
places tike Undavalli in Guntur district28 and Ahobilam in
Kurnool district29 and Tirumala in Chittoor district30.

MERCHANT GUILDS :

These merchant guilds too received patronage from
the Rayas, the upholders of the traditions. The members of
the merchant class were enterprising, wielding enafmous
influence in the society because of their tradition as

25. M.MSS. 15-3-60 Folio 7 A LR 50, Bukkapatna P. 35 LR. 37 Bukkapatna P. 116.

26. ARSE P.I 1PP 200 Animela (Cdp); Ibid 201; Ibid; 202.

28. A.R.E. / 1915 - II Para 11
29. T.L (Knl) 581, Ahobilim.
30. 1A. Ctr. 38.